
Show Notes - Episode #36 

Addressing a social intervention framework for persons with right 

hemisphere damage with Ronelle Hewetson 

 

Jerry Hoepner, a faculty member at the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire, speaks with Ronelle 

Hewetson about the social intervention framework and parallels to the LPAA framework for individuals 

with right hemisphere damage.  Ronelle addresses the gap in knowledge about a social intervention 

framework so evident in clinical contexts.  

Dr. Hewetson has examined social participation following right hemisphere stroke and has great insights 

into the application of the LPAA framework among persons with right hemisphere damage. As some of 

our listeners may be aware, the risk of social isolation exists for persons with right hemisphere damage, 

just as it does for persons with aphasia. Ronelle also has a particular interest in clinical education and 

how we can provide services through the implementation of student supported services. Dr. Hewetson 

and I definitely share that interest.  It bears noting that Ronelle has been mentored by Petrea Cornwell 

and David Shum.  

In today’s episode you will: 

• Learn about the impact of right hemisphere damage on social communication, including 

returning to work roles and returning to relationships.  

• Learn about the role of speech-language pathologists in addressing the social consequences of 

right hemisphere damage after right hemisphere damage.  

• Learn about how proxy input gives a better idea of the social consequences after right 

hemisphere damage, given reduced awareness of change and the underestimation of the 

magnitude of social cognition impairments.  

• Learn about possible predictors to changes or declines in social networks (network and 

relationship maintenance) among persons with right hemisphere damage.  



• Learn about specifically about vulnerability and factors that contribute to loss of friends and 

spouses after right hemisphere damage.  

• Learn about the “story” of what it’s like to live with right hemisphere damage and how that 

might parallel some of the storylines of living with aphasia.   

Show Highlights and Key Points: 

• Spouses are important for maintaining social participation but the consequence is a breakdown 

in their own relationships.  

• Impairments to social cognition and communication have an impact on relationships, even when 

speech-language pathologists may characterize those changes as mild.  

• Although the building blocks of language (semantics, syntax, etc.) may not change substantially 

after right hemisphere damage but changes to social cognition alter social communication 

(theory of mind, egocentrism, etc.) 

• Recognizing the potential for “premature discharge” for persons with right hemisphere damage 

because we may not be sensitive to the deficits and how to identify them.  

• Considering the possibility of discharge and possibility to re-entry into rehabilitation, when 

social consequences of right hemisphere damage become more evident in everyday contexts.  

• The Sydney Psychosocial Reintegration Scale is an important tool for addressing change in social 

networks.  

•  Social cognition impairments present in right hemisphere damage can have an impact on 

interpersonal relationships.  

• The Awareness of Social Inference Test (TASIT) is an important too to address impairments to 

social cognition and comprehension of extralinguistic intent base on social inferences (prosodic 

indicators, etc.). There is now a screening version of the TASIT.  

• Need for more research on social participation in right hemisphere.  

• Need for tools to identify the nature of impairments in right hemisphere damage, not only 

cognitive and linguistic (speech and prosody) but social function.  

• Individuals with right hemisphere damage are at risk for social isolation for different reasons 

than individuals with aphasia but the consequences are similar.  

• Consider a relationship focused approach for right hemisphere damage, like approaches used 

for individuals with aphasia and traumatic brain injuries.  

• Consider use of project based interventions for individuals with right hemisphere damage (See 

connections to Melissa Capo’s recent podcast on project based interventions).  

Resources identified in this podcast: 

Tate, R., Hodgkinson, A., Veerabangsa, A., Pfaff, A., & Simpson, G. (2002). Sydney Psychosocial 

Reintegration Scale (SPRS) Manual Draft# 4. Sydney, Australia: Sydney University. 

McDonald, S., Flanagan, S., & Rollins, J. (2002). The awareness of social inference test. Thames Valley 

Test Company. 


