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Objectives

1. Search for interesting, aphasia-friendly TED Talks.

2. Provide class activities to accompany chosen talks.

3. Understand elements of a successful TED Talk.
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TED: TECHNOLOGY-EDUCATION-DESIGN

“Our Mission: Spread ideas” 

“We believe passionately in the power of ideas to change attitudes, lives and, 
ultimately, the world.” https://www.ted.com/about/our-organization

A TEDx Talk

Presents a “great, well-formed idea” 
‒ A new surprising idea, or
‒ A new take on a basic idea
‒ NOT: a story or a list of facts, but 
‒ draws a larger conclusion.

18 minutes or less!
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Al	Gore:	
Averting	the	
climate	crisis
2006



SRALAB CENTER FOR APHASIA RESEARCH & 
TREATMENT – COMMUNITY APHASIA GROUPS
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• Pick a topic of interest
‒ https://www.ted.com/topics

• Playlists

Sebastian	Seung
“I	Am	My	
Connectome”



SRALAB CENTER FOR APHASIA RESEARCH & 
TREATMENT – COMMUNITY APHASIA GROUPS

Aphasia-Friendly TED Talks

• Are short

• Use graphics

• Presenter is easy to understand
‒ Moderate speech rate
‒ Standard American accent

• All have closed captions

• Interesting
‒ educational
‒ new ideas
‒ FUN
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Charlie	Todd:	
“The	shared	
experience	of	
absurdity”

David	Gallo:	
“Underwater
Astonishments”



MAKE IT FRIENDLIER

Modifications

• Introductory 
handouts

• Write key words/points on giant Post-Its
as you go. Refer to these for post-video 
discussions

• Stop video periodically to monitor 
comprehension, ask/answer questions
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POST-TALK ACTIVITIES

• Marshmallow problem
(Tom Wujec) 

• Before I Die wall
(Candy Chang)
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• Design a flag (Roman Mars)


