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Potential Treatment Strategies for Individuals with Primary Progressive Aphasia

This document serves as a list of communication strategies that have been implemented successfully with
individuals with primary progressive aphasia. This list is not exhaustive; there are additional strategies that
meet the communication needs and skills of other individuals with PPA and their communication partners. It
is expected that strategies may be modified for a person-centered treatment approach.

Impairment Approaches

Compensatory Approaches

Environmental Approaches

WORD RETRIEVAL

STRATEGIES

[0 Semantic feature analysis

[ Generative haming

[0 Hierarchical cueing for lexical
retrieval, including semantic
circumlocution and/or
phonemic cueing

FLUENCY STRATEGIES
[1  Script training
[1  Oral reading for fluency

MOTOR SPEECH

STRATEGIES

1 Articulatory cueing

71 Syllable segmentation/pacing

[1 Oral reading for motor speech

[1  Melodic Intonation Therapy
(modified, as needed)

[0 Rosenbek 8-step hierarchy for
apraxia of speech (modified,
as needed)

WORD COMPREHENSION

MULTI-MODAL
COMMUNICATION
STRATEGIES

[  Writing

[J Drawing

[J Gestures

SPELLING

SUPPLEMENTATION

[J  First letter or whole word spelling
with alphabet board

LOW TECH AAC

[J Photo album/picture
book/remnants

[J Personalized Communication
wallet, book, board

[J  Written word lists/written scripts

71 Newspaper or available printed
materials

[J  Written templates for daily tasks
(e.g., grocery list, taking phone
messages, emails)

HIGH TECH AAC

ENVIRONMENTAL

MODIFICATIONS

{1 Elimination of environmental
distractions

[J Personalized tangible prompts

(1 Identification of
environmental cues

[ Provision of graphic support
(Maps, timelines, drawings,
photos)

1 Provision of tangible remnant

STRATEG|ES_ ) [J  Apps on smart phones and/or
1 Forced choice word-picture tablet
matching 7] AAC apps on smart phone or
tablet
(1  Speech Generating Device
Communication Partner Training
[1 Conversational coaching
(1 Training in multimodal communication
[1  Training in Augmented Input/key wording
[1 Tagged Yes/No questions
[1  Written choice cueing
"1 Auditory Comprehension strategies/asking questions
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Northwestern University: Mesulam Center for Cognitive Neurology and Alzheimer’s Disease

https://www.brain.northwestern.edu/dementia/ppa/index.html

Oregon Health & Science University: Realizing Expressive KNowledge in Everyone With Communication
Impairments

https://www.ohsu.edu/xd/research/centers-institutes/institute-on-development-and-
disability/reknew/diagnosis-based-information/primary-progressive-aphasia.cfm
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